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                                     Reading Comprehension                    Form 7

A Clever Teenager
Teenager David Bolton has just put $ 9,000 in the bank—after only six months of part-time work as a computer consultant. The electronics expert from Croydon, South London, is fast getting a reputation as one of the country’s top trouble shooters—the person to call if no one else can help.
 	For David, 15, his first steps to fame and fortune began when he was only nine, when his parents bought him a computer, a ZX-90. “I soon learnt to program it. I needed something bigger, so I had to save for ages to buy an Amstrad”.
 	It was only about a year ago, however, that he decided to get serious about computing. He went to night school to learn how to write business programs, and did a correspondence course with an American college.
He got in touch with a computer seller, Eltec, who was so impressed he gave him computers and software worth more than $ 3,000. In return, he has to send them a monthly report saying what he has done and what his plans are. He helps companies by suggesting which computers they should buy, and by writing individual programs for them.
He can work more quickly than many older professionals. In one case, he went to a company where a professional programmer worked for six months and couldn’t find the problem. David finished the job in five days.
It is because of work of this standard that in the short period he has been in business David has made about $ 9,000. With it he has bought more computers.
How did he do it? “You have to be ambitious, and you have to really want to get to the top. Believe in yourself, and tell yourself that you’re the best”.  
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A Clever Teenager
[bookmark: _GoBack]I. Choose the right answer. (5 points)
1. David Bolton is a______________.
                  a) grown-up                   b) child                   c) teenager
2. David lives in________________.
                  a) the USA                   b) the UK                   c) the South Africa
3. His dream was to buy_____________.
                 a) an Amstrad   b) IBM        c) Apple                  
4. A computer seller, Eltec, gave him computers and software worth more than _________. 
                a) $1000                  b) $5,000                  c) $3,000      
5. He bought_____________with the money he had earned.
                a) more computers               b) toys                  c) books

II. True or False (5 points)
       1. David Bolton is a teenager.___________
       2. He has just put $ 19,000 in the bank.____________
       3. When David was nine, his parents bought him a computer.____________
       4. David  went to the university to learn how to write business programs.__________
       5. He can’t work more quickly than older professionals._____________
       
III. Put the sentences in a logical order. (5 points)
1. You have to believe in yourself.______
2. David helps companies by writing individual programs.______
3. David Bolton has put $ 9,000 in a bank after six months of part-time work._____
4. Teenager David  learns how to write business programs._______
5. He can  work more quickly than many older professionals.  ______

IV. Make up the questions. (5 points)
1. is/ David/ a/ grown-up/Bolton?___________________________________________
2. work/ he/ does/ part-time?_______________________________________________
3. does/live/ he/ where?___________________________________________________
4. helps/ who/ by/ companies/writing/programs/individual?_______________________ _________________________________________________________________________
5.  he/himself/does/ believe/in?_____________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________  
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I. Fill in the gap the correct word (a, b or c). (5 points)
1.  I was   .................... by my grandparents in Japan.
a) taken up            b) grown up                    c) brought up
2.  I............in a very big family.
a) took up             b) grew up                     c) brought up
3.  You had better................... that wet coat before you freeze.
a) take off             b) take away from           c) take up
4.  I couldn't    ......................the hotel because I had lost the directions.
a) find out             b) find                           c) find for
5.  I didn't want to go to dinner with her, so I     ................. an excuse.
a) made off           b) made for                         c) made up

II. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English. (10 points)
1. Вы когда-нибудь бывали в Париже?___________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
2. Когда он вошел, дети читали книгу._____________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
3. Я никому ничего не скажу._____________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
4. Если погода будет хорошей, мы пойдем в зоопарк.___________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
5. Она плачет уже 2 часа.________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________

III. Express the following sentences in the passive. (10 points)
a) They asked me my name and address. ________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________
b) Peter was doing his homework the whole evening. ______________________________ _________________________________________________________________________
c) He found his puppy in the garden. ___________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________
d) The students will discuss the article at the party. _______________________________ _________________________________________________________________________
e) The pupils are reading an interesting tale at the lesson.  __________________________ _________________________________________________________________________

IV. Fill in the gap in the second sentence so that it has the same meaning as the first one. (5 points)
1. Mr. Brown was a teacher of history at Lakeland Greenhill School.
	Mr. Brown ____________ history at Lakeland Greenhill School.
2. Martha was educated at home.
	Martha ____________ her education at home.
3. He enjoys music and plays the piano very well.
	He is ____________ of music and plays the piano very well.
4. I like playing basketball.
	Basketball is my ____________ sport.
5. His last book appeared last month.
	His last book ____________ out last month.

V. Fill in the gap in the second sentence so that it has the same meaning as the first one. Use appropriate tenses.  (5 points)         
1. Michael Green was in the process of writing a letter when the telephone rang.
	Michael Green ____________________ a letter when the telephone rang.
2. He was in Spain last year. He was in Spain two years ago. He came back from it last week.
	He ____________________ there three times.
3. We agreed to meet half an hour ago. I was waiting, I am still waiting for you.
	I ____________________ for you for half an hour.
4. The fact is that this kind of music is not for her.
	She ____________________ this kind of music.
5. He will come back home. She will complete her translation.
	When he ____________________ home she will complete her translation.

VI. Fill in the gap with the idioms below. (5 points)
1. Don't be such… .  There are better ways of spending your time than in front of the TV.
2. Tony will help us find it - he's got… !
3. When Dad is really angry, he has… !
4. Come on! Don't be such a… !
5. A receptionist greeted customers with… .
a. wet blanket
b. a couch potato
c. eagle eyes
d. a face like thunder
e. a plastic smile
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Keys
I. 1 c)
    2 b)
    3 a)
    4 c)
    5 a)
II. 1 True
     2 False
     3 True
     4 False
     5 False
III. 1—3  5  3  1  2  4 
    2—4
    3—2
    4—5
    5—1
IV. 1 Is David Bolton a grown-up?
     2 Does he work part-time?
     3 Where does he live?
     4 Who helps companies by writing individual programs?
     5 Does he believe in himself?
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I. 1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.c
II. 1. Have you ever been to Paris?
2. When he entered, the children were reading a book.
3. I’ll tell nothing to anybody.
4. If the weather is fine, we’ll go to the zoo.
5. She’s been crying for 2 hours already.
III. 1. I was asked my name and address.
2. The homework was being done the whole evening by Peter.
3. His puppy was found in the garden.
4. The article will be discussed at the party by the students.
5. An interesting tale is being read at the lesson by the pupils.
IV.1. Taught, 2.got/received, 3.fond, 4.favourite, 5.came
V.1. was writing, 2. Has been, 3.have been waiting, 4. doesn’t like, 5. comes back
VI. 1b, 2c, 3d, 4a, 5e
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